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John Daly speaks to Probus – White Rock & Surrey – September 9, 2020 
 

Veteran broadcaster John Daly both entertained 
and informed our members at the September 
meeting. John showed he is a good 
communicator as he answered a number of 
questions from members. 
 
He talked about what makes a good reporter. He 
said if a reporter has the trust of reputable 
sources, has good motives and honest intentions 
he will succeed. He said reporters have to learn 
to respect the concerns of their sources and 

know how to keep a confidence and protect a source. “If you get a tip” he said 
“the odds are good you can knock it down if it is false.” He said if the tip is true 
and can be confirmed it should be pursued. 
 
Daly has some concerns about “fake” news. 
He said that without a well-funded, responsible news organization we end up 
with what is called fake news. He said the studies on fake news are shocking. 
It spreads six times quicker than real news does. Fake news about politics goes 
even faster. One study done in 2018 for Science magazine noted a quote from 
Jonathan Swift: ”Falsehood flies and truth comes limping after it.” 
 
Daly said fake news is not all done by robots, not just machines repeating stuff. 
It’s actually people who seem to like fake news because it gets more traction. It’s 
sexier and has more ‘stuff’ to it. It’s more ‘out there.’ It seems to have more 
energy and people love it. He says he has some concerns that fake news will 
overwhelm legitimate news. 



 
Daly said, “The problem I have is that there is very little or no accountability. He 
social sites like Facebook, Instagram and Twitter say they are screening for 
pornography, and hijacking elections but it’s predominately after the fact.” 
 
Daly said the average Joe isn’t listening to the radio, watching TV or reading the 
newspaper they are getting much of their news from social media. He has 
concerns that fake news will overwhelm legitimate news. 
 
President Brian Sullivan said he received a number of favourable comments about 
John’s presentation and his answers to member’s questions. 
George Garrett 

 
 
 

  Oct 14: 

Our guest speaker for the October meeting is 
Compassionate teacher and author Kristi 
Blakeway who just published a book titled “Beyond 
Hello” in which Kristi shows her compassion for 
the less fortunate in Society. She is often pictured with 
people on Vancouver’s notorious Downtown Eastside. 

 
 

 

 

     Management Committee and Activities reports 

 

                           Management Committee  

Presidents Message 

Your Management Committee has been busy.  

It has finalized a comprehensive review of the Clubs Bylaws and suggested a new 

set to be considered at the October meeting. Bill Carlson the Club’s I T Manager 

has been working with member Ken Nowlan on creating the Club’s new website. 

This website should become a comprehensive source of information about the 

membership of the Club and its activities.  

 



Despite the pandemic the Club is growing and in the month of August and 

September four new members were approved bringing our total to ninety-eight. 

Several found their way to the Club through our website.  

Thanks to George Garrett’s efforts we have been able to deliver excellent 

speakers to our monthly meetings and the group coordinators of the Walking, 

Golfing and Book Club Groups are all active. We are all grateful for the efforts of 

Al Zemrau, Frank Palmer and Bill Jones in their respective groups. While Covid-19 

certainly hampers many group activities we are maintaining activities where we 

can and keeping a watchful eye for developments. I am grateful that I can tell you 

that I am unaware of any member who has or is suffering from Covid-19. 

If you have suggestions or comments about the Club, I would welcome hearing 

from you. 

Brian Sullivan 

President  

Probus Club of White Rock & South Surrey 

 

 

Golf Group  
 

Frank Palmer reports that on Sept. 25 the Golf group will play 9 holes at Nico 
Wynd and this is the last event of 2020. Distancing needs to be observed 

while enjoying beverage after the event. If you would like to be added to the 
distribution list contact Frank. 

 
 

 

  Walking Group 
 

 The walking group has had successful walks through Sept. and will continue 
in the fall. Contact Al Zemrau to be added to the Group Distribution list. 

 

 
 

 



Member News 

 

  New Members approved at the MC meeting 

 

AROON SHAH 

 
 

GORDON RAGAR 
 

 

 

                       
Interest of the Month-Very Timely 

A young lady confidently walked around the room while explaining stress management to an 

audience with a raised glass of water. Everyone knew she was going to ask the ultimate 

question, 'half empty or half full?'...  

She fooled them all .... "How heavy is this glass of water?" she inquired with a smile.  

Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. To 20 oz.  

She replied, "The absolute weight doesn't matter.  

It depends on how long I hold it.  

If I hold it for a minute, that's not a problem.  

If I hold it for an hour, I'll have an ache in my right arm.  

If I hold it for a day, you'll have to call an ambulance.  

In each case it's the same weight, but the longer I hold it, the heavier it becomes." She 

continued, "and that's the way it is with stress. If we carry our burdens all the time, sooner or 

later, as the burden becomes increasingly heavy, we won't be able to carry on."  

As with the glass of water, you have to put it down for a while and rest before holding it again. 

When we're refreshed, we can carry on with the burden - holding stress longer and better each 



time practiced.  

 

So, as early in the evening as you can, put all your burdens down.  

Don't carry them through the evening and into the night... Pick them up tomorrow.  

1 * Accept the fact that some days you're the pigeon, and some days you're the statue!  

2 * Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in case you have to eat them.  

3 * Always read stuff that will make you look good if you die in the middle of it.  

4 * Drive carefully... It's not only cars that can be recalled by their Maker. 

5 * If you can't be kind, at least have the decency to be vague  

6 * If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably worth it.  

7 * It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply to serve as a warning to others.  

8 * Never buy a car you can't push.  

9 * Never put both feet in your mouth at the same time, because then you won't have a leg to 

stand on.  

10 * Nobody cares if you can't dance well. Just get up and dance.  

11 * Since it's the early worm that gets eaten by the bird, sleep late.  

12 * The second mouse gets the cheese .  

13 * When everything's coming your way, you're in the wrong lane.  

14 * Birthdays are good for you. The more you have, the longer you live.  

16 * Some mistakes are too much fun to make only once.  

17 * We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are sharp, some are pretty and some are dull. 

Some have weird names and all are different colours, but they all have to live in the same box.  

18 * A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour.  

19 * Have an awesome day and know that someone has thought about you today  

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY  

20 * Save the earth..... It's the only planet with chocolate!  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

               
 
 
 

 
 
 



                                      Smiles and Chuckles                                                                                                                      
 

 

 

 



 


